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Happy Thanksgiving! Wishing you and your family a wonderful holiday season.

Sometimes it's hard to be “merry” when you're feeling a bit like the world is out of control and there
is nothing you can do. But there is something meaningful that you can do - right now. Have you
heard about LWV’s new program: UNITE AND RISE 8.5?

Our national LWV team is working hard to mobilize our defense of democracy. The League wants to
mobilize 8.5 voters for the upcoming election, and you and your friends and neighbors can sign on -
you don’t even have to be a League member.

Go to the current playbook and add your name to those fighting for democracy. You will be commit
to:

1. Taking action by voting and volunteering to ensure our freedom to vote is protected.
2. Mobilizing in nonviolent efforts to hold the government accountable.

3. Staying informed about the policies and decisions that affect us all, combatting disinformation,
and amplifying the voices and stories of those most impacted.

Getting your name on the list is the first important step - do it now! And then finish reading all about
the exciting things LWV Beach Cities is doing!

Teri Neustaedter, President


https://linktr.ee/beachcities.lwv
https://www.lwv.org/uniteandrise
https://www.lwv.org/powerplaybook3
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Wednesday,
Dec. 3rd 4:30-6:30pm

Manhattan Beach Community Church
303 S. Peck Ave.

For all members and prospective members
Please join us as we celebrate our 2025 accomplishments & plan for 2026
We'll need you during this mid term election year. Find out how you can help!

Please bring canned goods and slightly used women'’s jackets to
support those in need. Click Here for more information.

Come at 3pm if you'd like to attend our board meeting.
RSVP: BeachCitiesLWV@gmail.com



https://lwvbeachcities.org/events.html
mailto:BeachCitiesLWV@gmail.com

Successful Fall Drive!

Thanks to all who so generously contributed to
our Fall Drive helping Housing-Challenged El
Camino College students! The students are so
appreciative for all the assistance and support
they get from our efforts. Thanks to Laura
Fisherman for leading this activity that won us the
“Strength in Our Differences Award” at the LWV
California Convention!! Laura and Teri were also
recently thanked by the EI Camino Community
College at their Board Meeting and look forward to expanding our relationship with ECC
students.

11 Barbara Arlow
SCHOLARSHIPS
AWARDED!

ngpwnnmé [ ~ Our scholarship committee chaired by
BEA .;3 #a = = MaryDilon presented $1,000
scholarships to amazing students from
Leuzinger High School. Thanks to all
our donors and hard working committee
members including Jeanne Hamilton,
Frankie Gelbwachs and Susan Grebe.
Congratulations and best wishes to
¥ these deserving students!

Donations to our Student Scholarship Fund are appreciated!
Make a Difference This Season!
Click HERE to learn more.



https://lwvbeachcities.org/donate.html
https://lwvbeachcities.org/donate.html

LWV CEO Message for Local Leagues!

Beach Cities hosted a wine and cheese reception for
the Chief Executive Officer of the US League of Women
Voters, Celina Stewart, on July 17, 2025 in Manhattan
Beach. LWVBC President Teri Neustaedter welcomed
members from the Beach Cities as well as neighboring
leagues including Torrance, Palos Verde Peninsula, Los
Angeles County, Los Angeles, Santa Monica and
Pasadena.

Celina discussed the important and non-partisan role
the League plays in protecting our democracy during
these turbulent times. The League does not support or
oppose candidates or parties; however it does actively
work to support our League positions that have been
studied carefully before being adopted. They have stood
the test of time and do not change with the fluctuating
planks of the Democratic and Republican parties. In particular Celina spoke about the
League's response to the Department of Justice's illegal action to gather data on voters and
its demand that state election officials share sensitive data on their voters and voting
equipment. She emphasized how important it is to understand that this is an attempt to
interfere in the constitutionally mandated election processes of states and weakens our
democracy. It is clear that these actions are intended to remove eligible voters based on the
color of their skin, or the language they speak, or sexual orientation. The intent is to sow
doubt about the integrity of our elections. We need to protect our practices to keep our
elections free and fair. We also need to protect the people who spend time and energy to
work at the polls, get voters registered and carry out our democracy.

The League stands with other similarly focused non-profits to protect and fight for our basic
values and belief in democratic processes. She encouraged leagues to be active in this fight
in all levels of government.

Celina briefly discussed the start of LWV and how it's the time for us to be “Our Ancestors'
Wildest Dreams!” — we need to be a safe space for all to join, including men and minorities.
Last year LWV registered 24 million voters and assisted 240 million voters through Vote411.
They estimated that members contributed over 900,000 hours of volunteering which is valued
at $35M. However there is more important work to do.




On April 17th, the LWVUS declared our country to be in a constitutional crisis. The
Unite and Rise program from LWVUS goal is to energize and activate 8.5 million of us. She
believes that women can and must turn this country around. The importance of the SAVE
ACT was highlighted and how New Hampshire was turning women away from voting
because they had changed their name. She discussed two great books How Democracy
Died and 198 Non-Violent Civil Resistance Acts.

A couple of specific actions she mentioned for local leagues:
e Go to Immigration hearings, just to sit in and observe.(Being white and wearing a LWV
pin or name tag could and does make a difference.)
Set up a Facebook group to protect workers when they are in your area.
Join your Observer Corp and get involved in monitoring meetings and elections.
Write to your representatives - often - and if they are doing the right thing, thank them.




LWV Beach Cities at the Manhattan Beach Hometown Fair

HUGE SUCCESS! LWV Beach Cities members staffed an energetic and well-attended
booth at the 2025 Manhattan Beach Hometown Fair. Throughout the weekend volunteers
registered voters, shared nonpartisan voting information on Prop 50 and helped residents
check their registration status. We also explained the mission and opportunities for joining
our League.

Thank you to co-chairs Harriet Chase and Joan LeSage and all the members who
volunteered, supplied materials, or helped with setup. Volunteers included Susan Grebe,
Sunhee Park, Carol Patterson, Grace Peng, Vivian Rahe, Amy Hanrahan, Peggy Bartlett,
Frankie Gelbwachs, Laura Fisherman, Jeanne Hamilton, Arnette Travis, Kyle Johnson and
Janet Webb. Together our work made the League’s presence at the Fair both visible and
impactful. THANK YOU!
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Looking Ahead: Program Planning 2026

LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS’
- OF THE BEACH CITIES

PROGRAM
PLANNING

ALL MEMBERSHIP MEETING!
Wednesday, February 4, 2026
4:30 - 6:30pm
St. Cross Church 1818 Monterey Blvd. Hermosa Beach

Please join us for brainstorming and priority setting
Meet both new and current members.
What issues do we want National and LA County League to focus on?
How can we address local issues?
Click HERE to learn more about Program Planning.

Nominations are open for LWVBC Board Members!

Would you like to meet more members and contribute to our local LWV?
Consider nominating yourself as well as others!
The term starts at the Annual Meeting in June.

Please send nominations to Bonnie Yatabe by February 15th.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v5u-GtIDC5xmo28lu8F1CO1uDZpWtvQgK9Bg7FaZGpw/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:bonnieyatabe@yahoo.com

The League of Women Voters of Los Angeles County
LA County Winter League Day 2026
Saturday, January 31 on Zoom

Reqister Here

LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS 2026 WINTER

OUR FEATURED SPEAKER

Adan Ortega, Jr., Chair of The
Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California

Adan Ortega, Jr., chair of The
Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California since January
2023 and unanimously re-elected
through 2026, has led the board in
advancing climate adaptation and
long-term water reliability. Under his
leadership, the District adopted the
Climate Adaptation Master Plan for
Water (CAMP4W) and reached a
landmark settlement with the San
Diego County Water Authority,
enabling member agencies to
exchange surplus water supplies for
the first time. A former
Metropolitan vice president of
external affairs, Ortega has also held
leadership roles in state and regional
water agencies, advised governors,
and championed technical
assistance for small and
disadvantaged communities. He is
the first Latino to chair the Board
and holds a B.A. in English and
History from Whittier College.

LEAGUE DAY

JOINS US FOR COMMUNITY FORUM
ON OUR LOCAL WATER SUPPLY

WHERE DOES OUR WATER COME FROM?

Date: Saturday, January 31, 2026

Time: 9:30am to 12:00pm (Check

in starts at 9:00am.)

Location: Virtual Event on Zoom. Tickets $10 to fund
Voter Service activities

Host: League of Women Voters of Los Angeles County

Open to the public. Bring your questions — this is your
chance to learn where your water comes from and where
it’s going!

Join us for an important conversation about how we
get water and how we can protect it for the future.
Learn how our region’s water system works, who
manages it, and what challenges we face with drought,
groundwater, imported water, and climate change.

Topics include:

= How local water agencies deliver water to our
homes and businesses

* The sources of our water — Sierra snowpack,
groundwater basins, and imported supplies

= The impact of drought and climate change

* What policies and infrastructure changes are
needed to ensure a sustainable future

FROM HERE

T0

A MIRACLE OR ENDLESS EFFORT?



https://lacountywaterday.eventbrite.com
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Please welcome the following new members who joined in 2025!

Maria Caponi
Cheryl Cleamons
Melinda Czuleger
Suellen Eslinger

Sarah Ferris

Virginia Fitzpatrick
Lisa Garcia

Margie Hoyt

Kendra Kirkland

Angelique Latham

Mary Lawler

Elizabeth Lee
Carol Martin

Dottie McLane
Bev Morse
Jim Mueller
Susan Odle

Christine Park

Lisa Port
Susie Proffitt
Rebecca Robinson
Zee Rodriguez Matlack

Cathy Shearon

John Spock
Lori Vaughan
Rachelle Wall

Anne West

THIS YEAR’S SUCCESSES!

Voter Outreach & Community Presence

Throughout 2025, under the indefatigable leadership of Jeanne Hamilton and Frankie Gelbwachs, we brought

nonpartisan voter information to locations across the Beach Cities.

® Pros and Con Forums on ballot initiatives were conducted at numerous community centers and local

organizations.

Candidate forums were held for local elections in Redondo Beach and Hawthorne.

Students (and others!) were registered and registration materials distributed at local high schools and

neighborhood events

e Frequent engagement with residents on topics such as ballot measures, voting options and election

deadlines

These efforts helped ensure that more community members were prepared, informed, and confident ahead of

each election cycle. This year’s programs focused on key topics shaping our democratic landscape:




o Threats to election administration and how communities can support local election officials
e Understanding ballot measures and how to evaluate civic information
® Local governance discussions aimed at improving transparency and civic participation

These events helped equip voters with tools to navigate complex and rapidly shifting political information.

Educational Programs and Forums
Our Health and Wellness Committee was focused this year on elder safety and care. Monthly meetings had
guest speakers on a wide range of issues. Coordination with South Bay Cities Council of Governments and LA
Department of Aging provided access to information and services. Thanks to Harriet Chase and Bonnie Yatabe
for their tremendous contributions.

Our Water Infrastructure Group held monthly zoom meetings which can be found on our website. “Looking at
the science” is the focus of this group. Speakers included experts and scholars who provided background and
understanding. Incredible leadership and energy was provided by chair Grace Peng.

Housing and Homelessness
Led by Teri Neustaedter, our team collaborated with the County ILO and California State League on policy,
advocacy, and education. The April webinar on California’s Housing Crisis is available on YouTube.

Member Engagement & League Development
Under the leadership of membership chair Carol Patterson, 2025 also saw growth within our membership and
volunteer teams.
e New members joined committee work, voter outreach, and event planning
o Leadership roles expanded as members stepped up to support communications, voter services, and
advocacy

e Orientation sessions helped welcome members and introduce the League’s structure and principles

This internal growth strengthened the League’s ability to serve the Beach Cities community.

Donation Drives — 2025
Throughout 2025, LWV Beach Cities also supported several community donation drives in partnership with El
Camino College. With inspirational leadership from Laura Fisherman our members contributed school supplies,
gift cards, and hygiene kits to benefit students and families in need across the South Bay. These efforts
reflected our League’s commitment to strengthening civic well-being and supporting the broader community
we serve. Thank you to all who donated items, organized collections, or helped with delivery - your generosity
made a meaningful difference.

LWV Federal Judiciary Study — 2025
In 2025, LWV Beach Cities took part in the LWV Federal Judiciary Study, a national effort to develop a League
position examining how federal judges are selected, how lifetime appointments function in practice, and what
reforms could strengthen fairness, transparency, and public confidence in the federal courts. Co-chairs Ken



https://youtu.be/eDI4M6dSX8M

Petrulis and Joan LeSage coordinated members’ review of national background materials, met to discuss key
guestions, and provided input to LWVUS as part of the study’s consensus process.

Our local League examined issues such as:

The structure and role of the federal judiciary

The process for nominating and confirming federal judges

Judicial ethics, accountability, and transparency

The impact of lifetime appointments on public trust

Potential reforms that preserve judicial independence while increasing confidence in the courts

LWV Beach Cities’ participation ensured that our members’ perspectives contributed to the national League’s
updated position on the federal judiciary. The study reaffirmed the League’s long-standing commitment to an
independent, impartial and accessible federal court system.

2026 will be a busy year...
We need your involvement as we help save democracy!

Please join us in upcoming events - check out our online calendar

T rogotsering Eds.

DEFENDING DEMOCRACY.



https://lwvbeachcities.org/calendar.html
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